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Tentative Series Agenda
Hierarchy and governance of the Episcopal Church including the
basics of the General Convention.
History of the Controversies
Break - Memorial Day Weekend
The Nature of Communion
Perspectives on the Issues

June 18, 25 News from the Convention Floor

e Recent History
e Issues Before General Convention 2006
e Discussion
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This class is one of a series that make up part of what Fr. Tom described in the May 2006
Good News as our preparation for and response to the 2006 General Convention of the
Episcopal Church. Fr. Tom identified three things we need to do together:

1) Education - What do we need to know about the background, biblical and
ecclesiastical norms, processes, institutions and people involved?

2) Discussion - What do people at St. Peter's think and feel about these things and how
can we make St. Peter's a "safe” place to speak the truth in love in areas where we
disagree?

3) Consensus-building - Given our shared beliefs and our differences, how can we build
a common understanding about what is true? And based on that, can we better
clarify who we are, what is important to us, and where we are headed together?

To answer these questions, Fr. Tom proposed that we engage the two issues behind the

controversy:

1) On Wednesday Evenings - Beginning May 10 at 7 pm, gather to study and discuss the
issue of same-sex relations, with its focus in Lambeth 1.10, using a set of seven
video interviews with Dr. Robert Gagnon of Pittsburg Seminary. He's the man who
"wrote the book" on The Bible and Homosexual Practice.

2) On Sunday Mornings - Beginning May 14, offer a 6 week course of study and
discussion, during Sunday School, on our Anglican/ Episcopal identity and how it
relates o the issues at hand.

After General Convention we will continue our discussion and discernment to digest what
takes place there, monitor subsequent events and respond in appropriate ways together.

Fr. Tom also noted two other sources of information we should make use of in our
preparation:
1) Special Guests - We can benefit greatly by hearing from others who are learned and
experienced in these matters. (See the May 2006 Good News.)

2) Reading Materials - We will make available copies of the Windsor Report for those
who do not yet have one as well as copies of the two small books Fr. Tom has
written, A Tract for Our Times and Lectures on the Church. Each is newly revised
and expanded.

Links to additional sources of information related to today's topic and to the
rest of this series are available through the Resource section of St. Peter's
web site: http://www.stpetes.net/anglican.html
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Lambeth 1998

a)
b)

c)

d)

f)

9)

This Conference:

commends to the Church the subsection report on human sexuality;

in view of the teaching of Scripture, upholds faithfulness in marriage between a man
and a woman in lifelong union, and believes that abstinence [A28]is right for those
who are not called to marriage.

recognises that there are among us persons who experience themselves as having a
homosexual orientation. Many of these are members of the Church and are seeking
the pastoral care, moral direction of the Church, and God's transforming power for
the living of their lives and the ordering of relationships, and we commit ourselves
to listen to the experience of homosexual people. [A24]We wish to assure them
that they are loved by God and that all baptised, believing and faithful persons,
regardless of sexual orientation, are full members of the Body of Christ;

while rejecting homosexual practice as incompatible with Scripture, [A36] calls on
all our people to minister pastorally and sensitively to all irrespective of sexual
orientation and to condemn /rrational fear of homosexuals [A27], violence within
marriage and any trivialisation and commercialisation of sex;

cannot advise the legitimising or blessing of same-sex unions, nor the ordination of
those involved in such unions,

requests the Primates and the ACC to establish a means of monitoring the work
done on the subject of human sexuality in the Communion and to share statements
and resources among us;

notes the significance of the Kuala Lumpur Statement and the concerns expressed
in resolutions IV.26, V.1, V.10, V.23, and V.35 on the authority of Scripture in
matters of marriage and sexuality and asks the Primates and the ACC to include
them in their monitoring process. [A15]

Primates Meeting, May 2003
o Reiterated opposition to blessing of same-sex unions
New Westminster, Canada, May 2003
o Diocese votes and Bishop consents, to allow the blessing of
same-sex unions.
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St. Peter's Vestry, July 2003

o

Passes a resolution that says in part:

We urge our Bishops and Deputies to act for the sake of the unity
and mission of the church by not supporting the initiatives that will
de facto change the Church's doctrine and discipline on human
sexuality before there is a consensus on this change. We specifically
ask that you (1) support Resolution BOO7 Diversity: Affirmations for
Facilitating Emergence of Consensus, (2) withhold consent for the
election of the Bishop Coadjutor-elect of New Hampshire and (3)
refrain from authorizing the development of liturgical rites for the
blessing of same sex unions. We realize that holding off on these
initiatives may be painful to some who yearn to develop a more
diverse witness, but we ask your forbearance and restraint for the
sake of our corporate unity, love and witness.

General Convention, August 2003

o Ratifies the Election of Gene Robinson as Bishop Coadjutor of
New Hampshire
o Passes resolution CO05, which says in part:
"We recognize that local faith communities are operating within the
bounds of our common life as they explore and experience liturgies
celebrating and blessing same-sex unions. "
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e Extraordinary Meeting of the Primates, October 2003

Excerpts:

"We also re-affirm the resolutions made by the bishops of the
Anglican Communion gathered at the Lambeth Conference in 1998 on
issues of human sexuality as having moral force and commanding the
respect of the Communion as its present position on these issues...."If
his consecration proceeds, we recognize that we have reached a
crucial and critical point in the life of the Anglican Communion and we
have had fo conclude that the future of the Communion itself will be
put in jeopardy.. This will tear the fabric of our Communion at its
deepest level... "We have noted that the Lambeth Conference 1998
requested the Archbishop of Canterbury fo establish a commission to
consider his own role in maintaining communion within and between
provinces when grave difficulties arise. We ask him now to establish
such a commission, but that its remit be extended to include urgent
and deep theological and legal reflection on the way in which the
dangers we have identified at this meeting will have to be addressed.
We request that such a commission complete its work, at least in
relation to the issues raised at this meeting, within twelve months.
[emphasis added]

e Robinson Consecrated, November 2003
e Anglican Communion Network formed, January 2004
o A structure within the church for those who cannot support the
actions of 6C03
e Several Bishops perform same-sex blessings, April - June 2004
e Windsor Report, October 2004
o A must-read document - see:
» http://www.stpetes.net/Issues IT - Windsor.pdf
o Has four main sections:
A. The Purposes and Benefits of Communion
B. Fundamental Principals
C. Our Future Life Together
D. The Maintenance of Communion
e St. Peter's Vestry, January 2005
o Resolved in part:

“that we support the direction presented in the Windsor Report as
the way forward for the Episcopal Church”

e Primates Communiqué, February 2005
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o Asked the US and Canada to respond to the Windsor Report,
while voluntarily withdrawing from the Anglican Consultative
Council until 2008.
e To Set Our Hope on Christ, June 2005
o Response of the Episcopal Church o the Windsor request to
explain the theology of our actions in GC 2003
e Towards an Anglican Covenant, May 22, 2006
o Will examine implications of establishing a covenant for the
Anglican Communion
o Intended to provoke discussion and reflection
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e Special Commission Report
o Discussion of history and situation to know and ways to move
forward
o Proposed legislation:
» A159 Commitment to Interdependence in the Anglican
Communion
= A160 Expression of Regret
» Al61 Election of Bishops "...exercise very considerable
caution in the nomination, election, consent to, and
consecration of bishops whose manner of life presents a
challenge to the wider church”
» A162 Public Rites of Blessing for Same-Sex Unions "...not
[proceed] to authorize public Rites of Blessing for same-
sex unions... [those bishops who have authorized same-sex
blessings] express regret that the proper constraints of
the bonds of affection were breached”
= A163 Pastoral Care and Delegated Episcopal Pastoral
Oversight
» Al164 Continued Attention to the Millennium Development
Goals
» A165 Commitment to Windsor and Listening Processes
* A167 "Full and Equal Claim" for All the Baptized
* A168 Human Rights for "Homosexual Persons”
» A169 Amend Canon III.1: Quadrilateral and Exercise of
Ministry
e Election of the next Presiding Bishop
e Title IV - Revision of Disciplinary Canons
o Addresses lay leaders
e Other Legislation
o One that in part "authorizes use of the rites for Celebration
and Blessing of a Marriage and The Blessing of a Civil Marriage
in the Book of Common Prayer for same-sex couples in those
civil jurisdictions that permit same-sex marriage, and further
authorizes modification of gender references in the rites to
accommodate such marriages”
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e What other historical events have been significant in bringing us to
where we are today?

e How significant a decision is the Episcopal Church facing foday?
Why?

e How have these events affected us at St. Peter's?
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