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Ah, slow August!  It’s vacation time -- enjoy!  As the month passes slowly by I hope to plant a few seeds 
to germinate and sprout in September and October.  Below are three priorities to take root in the weeks 
and months ahead.  I think we need to do three things well this fall:   
I. Articulate and implement our vision for the future, step-by-step.  We are Building Christians for 
Service, developing the means to offer an outstanding program of Christian formation so kids and adults 
can thrive as disciples of Jesus.   
1. Plans Underway At the Vestry Visioning Retreat our leaders laid out specific plans and assigned 

responsibilities for developing regular Christian education for children on weekdays, as well as offer-
ing more opportunities for adult faith formation in small groups, regular classes and special events.   

2. Youth Leader In July we took the large step of hiring a Youth Leader, Corey McLaughlin (see his 
bio on page 6).  This is a dream we’ve had for many years finally coming to pass.  Corey’s leadership, 
added to the excellent work done in J2A and our youth Bible studies, will accelerate, expand and 
deepen the growth of our ministry with youth.  This fills a significant need in our congregation. 

3. Special Event On Friday and Saturday, September 8 and 9, Br. John Ogle is returning to visit 
St. Peter’s and facilitate a spiritual retreat with two other friends of mine, the Rev. Bill Burk and 
Br. Leo Campos. They will help us center in prayer and contemplation of Peace Love Joy and the 
Healing Power of Christ.  This will be a great way to return from the summer before plunging back 
into the busyness of life in the fall.   

II. Build our capacity as a “Program Church,” an organization that effectively gathers over 225 peo-
ple every week and mobilizes them for service and mission in the world.   It’s a matter of building capac-
ity to serve more people more effectively.   

1. Building organizational capacity.  Fr. Chris is helping to build up and give more coherent 
shape to our organizational life.  We are adding considerable depth and detail to our Organiza-
tional Chart, drafting detailed role descriptions for more and more volunteer jobs, utilizing the 
Network course to help people find their ideal avenue of service, and recruiting and equipping 
leaders to take on key roles.   

2. Building leadership capacity.  A faithful, dedicated, talented – and tired – core of leaders has 
borne the growing load of ministry and management at St. Peter’s these last several years.  As our 
congregation grows our pool of leaders and laborers in the ministry needs to grow, too.  We want to 
put each of you to work around here making St. Peter’s the kind of congregation you want it to be, 
faithful in serving our members and visitors, and inviting those on the outside to meet Jesus in our 
midst.  Our congregation exists to serve them.  What part will you play in that work?   

3. Building facilities capacity.  The time has finally come to move forward with annexation and 
sewer hookup.  We can then put our septic field to good use, increasing our parking area and perhaps 
expanding our facilities in the future.  There will be significant capital cost associated with annexa-
tion and utilities (as well as large maintenance needs like the roof) in coming months so have your 
checkbooks ready.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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III. Faithfully navigate the stormy seas of Anglican realignment, being informed and wise about 
the issues, committed to one another, and prepared when it’s time to discuss and make decisions as a 
congregation.  Now that the General Convention of the Episcopal Church (GC06) has completed its 
work, the great turbulent debate and machinations that follow it are well underway.  Nine things 
stand out clear to me.   
1. Direction Confirmed The General Convention (GC06) has confirmed the overall direction of the 

Episcopal Church (TEC). Through a multitude of choices the bishops, deputies and Presiding Bishop-
elect have continued on a trajectory away from the clear teaching of Scripture and the consensus of 
the Church regarding God’s redemptive work in Christ, marriage and human sexuality, and the apos-
tolic and catholic character, mission and unity of the Church. 

2. Separation to Come The Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, has noted that the Con-
vention’s response to the Windsor Report is “incomplete” and that there is thus “no way in which 
the Anglican Communion can remain unchanged.”  He anticipates formal separation within the 
Communion:  “…given that the lines of division run within local Churches [Provinces] as well as 
between them…It could mean the need for local Churches to work at ordered and mutually      
respectful separation….”  

3. Separation Begun The separation within the Episcopal Church has already begun in principle.  
Many orthodox dioceses, congregations and groups are working rapidly to distinguish themselves 
from the direction and character of the Episcopal Church and are seeking ecclesiastical safe harbor 
in the midst of its decline.  They are experimenting with several approaches, with varying degrees 
of urgency, cooperation and coherence.  At GC06, bishops of some 14 dioceses presented them-
selves as “Windsor compliant” in distinction from the rest of the Episcopal Church.  Of those dio-
ceses, six have formally appealed for alternative oversight from the Communion.  Regrettably, 
what’s taking shape appears chaotic and not the “ordered and mutually respectful separation” 
Rowan has encouraged.   

4. Covenant Planned Archbishop Rowan has proposed a structural way of managing this, built 
around an Anglican Covenant that, in the words of the Windsor Report, “would make explicit and 
forceful the loyalty and bonds of affection which govern the relationships between churches of the 
Communion” (118).  A covenant would better define the key relationships, structures, limits, and 
processes for discernment, reconciliation and restraint within the Communion.   

5. TEC Marginalized In Rowan’s proposal, those parts of the Communion that “opt in” to the 
covenant would “limit their local freedoms for the sake of a wider witness.”  Exercising what 
Bishop Lee calls “mutual submission” is precisely what TEC has been largely unable to bring itself 
to do.  Those who “opt out” of the covenant would be, as they say, “free to be me”.  However, 
they would “not be bound in a single and unrestricted sacramental communion…and would have 
no direct part to play in the decision making of the ‘constituent’ Churches, though they might well 
be observers….”  It is important to note that the Primates have already temporarily reduced TEC 
to this status (Primates Communiqué, 14).   

(Continued from page 2) 
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6. Virginia Compliant Bishop Lee voted in favor of Lambeth 1.10, and has expressed regret for choos-
ing to vote with the majority at GC03, as requested by the Windsor Report.  He has consistently 
maintained moratoria on same-sex blessings and ordinations in the Diocese and, as a key member of 
the Special Commission at GC06, he forcefully advocated Windsor-compliant language for the resolu-
tions that were later voted down.  I suspect that, if the terms of the covenant are consistent with the 
Windsor Report, Bp. Lee and a strong majority of the diocese of Virginia would be able to “opt in”,  
as would St. Peter’s. 

7. Timeframe Unfolding For a sense of how long this might take, look at the calendar of the Commun-
ion.  Rowan has said, “The next Lambeth Conference [in 2008] ought to address this matter directly 
and fully….” Before that time the Anglican Primates will probably meet twice, in winter of 2007 and 
2008, and the Anglican Consultative Council will likely meet in the summer of 2007 and 2008.  We 
may suppose that the complex process of formulating, testing and agreeing to the draft covenant will 
take place within these and other bodies in the next two years.    

8. Patience Needed Things move slowly in the Church and waiting is difficult, especially when many 
important things ride on the resolution of these issues.  I think it’s extremely important for orthodox 
people and leaders in the Diocese of Virginia, the Episcopal Church and the Communion to stand and 
work with Rowan to affect an Anglican Covenant.  Our goal should be to secure the future of “an or-
thodox Anglican presence in North America” through the process Rowan is describing, bringing every 
Diocese in TEC to a moment of choice to opt in, or out.   

9. St. Peter’s Continues We have been clear where we stand in the midst of all this, distinguishing 
the trajectory of our congregation from that of TEC.  In early 2005 the vestry unanimously drafted 
a Statement of Direction (available on our website under Resources).  We will be revisiting this 
document in the months ahead to further refine and articulate our direction in light of the new re-
alities recently unfolding.   The vestry is eager to include wide congregational participation in the 
process.  St. Peter’s continues our life in the Diocese, as well as our engagement with those congre-
gations and groups who share our orthodox Anglican identity, commitments and trajectory into the 
future.   

Jesus Reigns That’s what the disciples learned in the storm on the Sea of Galilee.  They were terrified 
trying to navigate the ferocious sea while Jesus slept in the stern.  Waking up, Jesus demonstrates his 
power over the wind and waves but is exasperated that his disciples’ hearts refused to be stilled.  “Why 
are you afraid?” he asks them and us.  “Where is your faith?”  Get it out and USE IT!  Jesus provides 
everything we need, WHEN we need it.  He cares for us.  We can count on him, secure peace in the storm, 
and lay hold of the opportunities that are before us.  I believe through the current struggles the Holy 
Spirit is shaping a stronger, more focused Church, equipped for counter-cultural Christian community and 
mission in the 3rd millennium. So “let the peace of God that passes understanding, guard your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.”   
                               — Fr. Tom Simmons 
                         Rector 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Music Program Resumes with Choristers’ Camp 
 

At the end of August the Choristers’ Summer Camp will initiate what promises to be an exciting 
year of musical offerings as part of our praise and worship at St. Peter’s.  For five mornings, Au-
gust 22-24 and August 29 and 30, our Choristers and other children ages 8 and older who are in-
terested in joining, will engage in energetic musical skills activities based on the Royal School of 
Church Music’s Voice for Life program. These activities will develop vocal skills, musical under-
standing and knowledge of choral repertoire, and lead the Choristers to become more familiar 
with hymns and service music.  The camp concludes with participation in a sung Eucharist.  
Please give consideration to joining the Choristers to experience the joy of becoming a part of a 
long tradition of church musicianship! Contact me for more information and registration 
(musicd@stpetes.net or 338-7307). 

After camp, Choristers will sing one Sunday morning service per month, at times presenting their 
own anthem and at others joining the Adult Choir.  Throughout the year, they will also join with 
the Adult Choirs for Choral Evensong, as well as participate in both an Advent and a Christmas 
Service of Lessons and Carols and the Easter Vigil.  To meet this challenge, rehearsals for Choris-
ters will be on Thursdays starting at 6:15 pm. The adults will join them at 7 pm, with the Choris-
ters dismissed at 7:15 pm.  And we will still also rehearse on Sundays from 12:15 to 1 pm.  Begin-
ning this September, Choristers are expected to attend both Thursday and Sunday rehearsals. 

As I am in process of choosing anthems for the coming year, I am thankful and grateful for ener-
getic and diligent participation of our adult choir members who will be leading the congregation in 
singing and offering anthems at both the 8 am and 10:30 am services starting Sunday, September 
10. As always, we welcome new members.  While our ranks of male singers have grown, our need is 
most acute for tenors and basses. Please consider adding your voice to our dedicated crew! 
               —  Barbara Verdile 
                      Director of Music 
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I was born and raised in Indianapolis, Indiana 
in 1981.  I moved out to Virginia to attend Pat-
rick Henry College in 2001.  I recently gradu-
ated from Patrick Henry with a B.A. in Public 
Policy.  My next educational goal is to attain a 
doctorate in clinical psychology and open my 
own practice.  I was confirmed by Bishop David 
Jones in April of this year and in so doing 
joined St. Peter’s.  My goal as Youth Leader is 
to bring a sense of cohesiveness to the existing 
programs as well as creatively add to the won-
derful work already being done with the youth.  
I bring to this ministry a diverse work experi-
ence with an extensive background in youth 
work.  I hope to assist the youth in their growth 
in the faith, and serve them and St. Peter’s with 
a humble yet bold heart in the Lord. 
   — Corey McLaughlin 

From the New Youth  Leader 

St. Peter’s Acolytes will be kicking off the Fall season with a “Take Me to the River” retreat August 
11-13. This will be an opportunity to renew our relationships, welcome new acolytes into the fold, 
decide on our teams for the upcoming year,  practice our procedures a bit, do some spiritual explora-
tion, and have some fun. We’ll be leaving late Friday afternoon for the Cockrill’s place on the lower 
Potomac near Warsaw, Virginia. We’ll spend two nights and return in the afternoon on Sunday. Ac-
tivities include swimming, tennis, bicycling, fishing, crabbing, fellowship, games, and perhaps boat-
ing. We’ll also attend the local Episcopal Church on Sunday morning. Please plan to attend; it should 
be loads of fun! If you haven’t already signed up, please contact the church office or Tim Hall (540-
554-8462) to do so and get the paperwork. “In all things God be glorified!” 

Mission Support 

Acolytes in Action 

Parish Potluck 
Come one, come all, to an "End of Summer Potluck Picnic" at St. Peter's. On Sunday,      
August 27, from 4 to 7 pm, enjoy an old fashioned pot-luck picnic, featuring kids games and 
activities. Best of all, learn about St. Peter's 2006-7 line-up of Sunday School classes for all 
ages! The church will provide grilled brats and burgers, as well as lemonade and picnic-ware; 
a food sign-up for other items is on the BB in McCray Hall. Lawn chairs are recommended. 
Please contact the church office if you have a tent or grill to volunteer. See you there! 

Doug and Monica Gill are going to Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi to help rebuild homes for those whose 
homes and belongings were destroyed by hurri-
cane Katrina. They are setting out in early 
September to do the work that they believe 
they've been given to do; they will be gone for 
a year! Let's give our support and blessing to 
their mission trip with a pot-luck celebration 
on Saturday, September 2 at 6 pm in McCray 
Hall. In order to do God's restoring work, the 
Gills will be depending on financial support. 
There will be an opportunity to be part of this 
compassionate mission by making a donation 
of any amount. Please see Tamara Tyler for 
more information, or sign up in McCray Hall if 
you plan to attend. 
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�  Courtney Allison 

�  Ben Baker 

�  Kelsey Baker 

�  Ben Cave 

�  Jen Coate 

�  Jon Coate 

�  Drew Collins 

�  Glynis Condon 

�  Austyn Eddinger 

�  Kendra Hamilton 

�  Megan Hubbard 

�  Lauren Hunt 

�  Mary Kellner 

�  William Nunaley 

�  Brennan O’Brien 

�  Tylea Pickwick 

�  Joey Stoutenburgh 

�  Virginia Theerman 

�  Thomas Wark 

A Vacation Bible School Thank You 

� Nancy Baker 

� Christianna Cerne 

� Jennifer Christman 

� Lori Clark 

� Tom Coate 

� Susan Collins 

� Jennifer Colon 

� Barbara Craig 

� Douglas Craig 

� Ann Cunningham 

� Terry Duhring 

� Traci Eddinger 

� Shiloh Fields 

� Kendal Flynn 

� Renee Geiger 

� Christa Gibbs 

� Beth Gibson 

� Gail Hunt 

� Bill Kellner 

� Alice Lees 

� Marina Liburdi 

� Catherine Logan 

� Jessie Madden 

� Sophiann Nunaley 

� Pat Pearson 

� Tricia Smith 

� Christine Thomas 

� Thea Verdile 

� Elizabeth Wagstaff 

� Sharon Waring  

And, thank you to our center and classroom coordinators and volunteers: 

Last month St. Peter’s held Son Treasure Island Vacation Bible School.  Many people from 
the St. Peter’s Community joined together with surrounding community volunteers to deco-

rate the church, classrooms, and fill in wherever an extra hand was needed. 

A special thank you to our young parishioners who were so instrumental in making this event 
happen. We want to recognize them for their leadership, time, talent and positive role modeling. 
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Note! — If  you are unable to fulfill your ministry on a day you are assigned, 
please 1.) find your replacement and then 2.) notify the church office. 

 

   August 6 August 13 August 20 August 27 
LECTORS 8:00 Terry Duhring Paul Donohue John Marsh Bill Kellner 
  10:30 Bill Reckmeyer Bill Geiger Dell Nunaley Andrea White 
EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

8:00 Buddy Andrews,        
Terry Duhring 

John Burden,        
John Marsh 

Bill Kellner,              
Barbara Craig 

Steve Bolen,           
Jean Kuhns 

  10:30 Jane Thompson,           
Bill Cook 

Tim Flynn,            
Linda Stoutenburgh 

Jean Brown, Linda Irwin Bill Cook,                
Jane Thompson 

PRAYERS OF 
THE PEOPLE 

8:00 Paul Donohue John Burden Chris Newby n/a - Healing 

  10:30 Marna Zok Jonathan Kanary Sophiann Nunaley n/a - Healing 

ACOLYTES 8:00 Laura Burden &         
Catherine Duhring 

Henry Hall  Ricky Cockrill &       
Catherine Cockrill 

Laura Burden &    
Catherine Duhring 

  10:30 Virginia Theerman, 
Jen Coate, Ben Baker,  
Alex Little 

Kate Stoutenburgh, 
Kelsey Baker, Jon 
Coate, Nick Flowers,  
Tylea Pickwick 

Emily Coate, Lauren 
Hunt, William Nunaley, 
Anthony Rouse, Marlen 
Santos 

Karen Hamm, Mallory 
Blessed, Jesse Clark, 
Shannon Daugherty, 
Joe Stoutenburgh 

CHILDREN'S 
CHURCH 

10:30 Tylea Pickwick,        
Susan Collins 

Terry Duhring,       
Graham Alcock 

David Hunt, Lauren Hunt Renee Geiger,        
Jean Kuhns 

COFFEE LITE 8:00 Doug & Barbara Craig, 
Paul Benner 

Paul Miller/Laurranine 
Landolt, Kevin & 
Mandy Rottman 

Nils & Beth Jespersen, 
Rick & Chris Newby 

Drew & Jen Banasik, 
Sonny & Mary Hoeltzel 

COFFEE HOUR 10:30 Bill & Renee Geiger,  
Kenneth & Amy Connor,  
Mark & Nancy Baker 

Brad & Esther Kilgour, 
Scott & Rebecca  
Harris, Jean Brown  

Wayne & Cindy Reedy,  
Kenneth & Gail Bradley, 
Tim & Kendal Flynn 

Rick & Tamara Tyler,  
Joe Hamm/Penni Korb, 
Marina Liburdi 

USHERS 8:00 Rick & Kelly Cockrill Dick & Bobbie 
Wilhelm 

Buddy & Sally Andrews John Sleeter, Michael 
Purcell 

  10:30 Chuck & Linda Blessed Bill & Renee Geiger Billy Dillon,               
Brad Kilgour 

Mark & Nancy Baker 

GREETERS 8:00 John Marsh Michael Purcell Terry Duhring John Burden 
  10:30 Dell & Sophiann Nunaley Doug & Elizabeth 

Wagstaff 
Mark & Nancy Baker Paul Benner,             

Bill Geiger 
TELLERS   Jack & Carole Powers Howard & Linda    

Evans 
Larry &  Marna Zok Mary White & Pat Long 

ALTAR GUILD 8:00 & 
10:30 

Jane Thompson, Pat 
Pearson, Linda Evans, 
Marina Liburdi 

Jane Thompson, Pat 
Pearson, Linda Evans, 
Marina Liburdi 

Jane Thompson, Pat 
Pearson, Linda Evans, 
Marina Liburdi 

Mandy Rottman, Mary 
Paul Jones, Daphne 
Alcock, Judi Novak  

GOOD        
SHEPHERD 

11:00  TBD Chris Cunningham Linda Stoutenburgh  TBD 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 MP 7:45 am; 
EP 6 pm 

2 MP 7:45 am; Bible 
study 10 am; HE 11:30 
am; EP 6 pm 

3 MP 7:45 am; 
EP 6 pm 

4 MP 7:45 am; 
EP 6 pm 

5 Men’s Ministry Group 
7 am; Good Shepherd 
Work Weekend 9 am 

6  HE 8 & 10:30 am;     
Children’s Choir Practice 
9:15 am; Good Shepherd 
Work Weekend 1 pm 

7 MP 7:45 
am; EP 6 
pm 

8  MP 7:45 am; 
EP 6 pm; Stew-
ardship Commit-
tee Mtg 7:30 pm 

9 MP 7:45 am; Bible 
study 10 am; HE 11:30 
am; EP 6 pm 

10 MP 7:45 
am; EP 6 pm 

11 MP 7:45 am; 
EP 6 pm; 
TGIFFF 8 pm; 
Acolyte Retreat  

12 Acolyte Retreat 

13 HE 8 & 10:30 am;      
Children’s Choir Practice 
9:15 am; Boys’ Wisdom Club 
6 pm; Acolyte Retreat 

14  
MP 7:45am; 
EP 6 pm 

15 MP 7:45 am; 
EP 6 pm;  Vestry 
Meeting 7 pm 

16 MP 7:45 am; Bible 
study 10 am; HE 11:30 
am; EP 6 pm 

17 MP 7:45 
am; EP 6 pm; 
Community 
Outreach 
Group 6 pm 

18 MP 7:45 am; 
EP 6 pm 

19  Men’s Ministry 
Group 7 am; Horse 
Show 8 am—5 pm 

20 HE & New Member Lit-
urgy 8 & 10:30 am; Chil-
dren’s Choir Practice 9:15 
am 

21 MP   
7:45 am; 
Mt. Calvary 
Guild 10am; 
EP 6 pm 

22  MP 7:45 am; 
Choristers’ Camp 
10 am; EP 6 pm 

23 MP 7:45 am; Cho-
risters’ Camp 10 am; 
Bible study 10 am; HE 
11:30 am; EP 6 pm; St. 
Peter’s Prayer Watch 

24 MP 7:45 
am; Choristers’ 
Camp 10 am; 
EP 6 pm 

25 MP 7:45 am;  
EP 6 pm 

26  

27 HE 8 am & Healing Lit-
urgy 10:30 am; Children’s 
Choir Practice 9:15 am; 
Parish Potluck 4 pm; Boys’ 
Wisdom Club 6 pm 

28  
MP 7:45am; 
EP 6 pm 

29  MP 7:45 am; 
Choristers’ Camp 
10 am; EP 6 pm 

30 MP 7:45 am; Cho-
risters’ Camp 10 am; 
Bible study 10 am; HE 
11:30 am; EP 6 pm 

31  
MP 7:45 am; 
EP 6 pm 

  

Calendar 

August 2006 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

8-3   Bill & Ruth Ensor 

        Rick & Tricia Smith 

8-12 Boe & Rachel DeLashmutt 

        Allen and Mary Nance 

8-17 Sonny & Mary Hoeltzel 

8-20 Jose & Maggi Texidor 

8-3 Mechele Evans 
 Olivia Smith 
8-4 Andrew Pfohl 
8-5 Rick Newby 
 George Simmons 
8-6 Steve Flowers 
 Marna Zok 
8-7 Roderick Woods-Hulse 
 Sara Kane 
8-8 Judi Novak 
 Jacqueline Vaughn 
 Michael Wagstaff 
8-9 Katya Clavelli 
8-10Joe Matthews 

8-10 Alex Cutshall 
8-11 Tim Hall 
 Jane Gum 
8-13 Tracie Dillon 
 Sonny Hoeltzel 
 Colin Donohue 
8-14 Jose Texidor 
8-15 Caitlin Donohue 
8-17 Mike Horton 
 Alice Stehle 
8-18 Tamara Tyler 
8-19 William Nunaley 
8-20 Taylor Christman 
8-21 James Bowman 
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tant Rector; Wanda Juraschek, Administrative Assistant; Kathy Harris, Production/Design. Web site: www.stpetes.net. Newsletter e-mail: GoodNews@stpetes.net. 

8-21 Paul Donohue 
8-22 Kendal Flynn 
 Jenna Logan 
8-24 Buddy Andrews 
 Thomas Wark 
8-25 Ken Bradley 
 Renee Geiger 
8-26 Christopher Hunt 
8-28 Scott Harris 
 Kathleen Hayman 
 James Nunaley 
8-29 Ciara Donohue 

HE—Holy Eucharist MP— Morning Prayer  

EP—Evening Prayer  

BIRTHDAYS: 

8-1 Elizabeth St. Claire Simmons 
 Elizabeth Duhring 
8-2 Bill Cook 
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August 8  Stewardship Committee Meeting 7:30 pm 
August 11   Women’s TGIFFF 8 pm   
August 11-13 Acolytes in Action Retreat 
August 15  Vestry Meeting 7 pm 
August 17  Community Outreach Group 6 pm  
August 19  Horse Show (Chimney Hall Farm) 8 am—5 pm 
August 20  New Member Liturgy 8 & 10:30 am 
August 20  September Good News Deadline 
August 21  Mt. Calvary Guild 10 am  
August 22  Choristers’ Camp Begins 
August 23  St. Peter’s Prayer Watch 
August 27  Healing Liturgy 10:30 am 
August 27  Parish Potluck 4 pm—7 pm 
 

Upcoming Dates… 
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