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From the Rector

A Strange Year Starts in the Diocese

Have you been paying attention? Have you
noticed what is happening in the Church of
which we are a part? We’ve been much in
the headlines of late, witnessing the depar-
ture of several congregations from the
Diocese of Virginia.

Truro, The Falls Church, and All Saints in Dale
City are leading a train out of the Episcopal
Church, with several other congregations in
tow. As | write, these congregations are
engaged in their voting procedures, likely
resulting in separation from the diocese. They
have made clear their reasons why.

I’d like to make clear the reasons why we at St.
Peter’s have chosen not to include ourselves in
a similar process. For me it has to do with
hope for the future, upholding vital relation-
ships, and maintaining a good sense of timing.
Here’s the short version.

Hope Our hope is in Jesus Christ, who guides
and governs, purifies and empowers his Church.
We in the Anglican Communion are part of
that Body and our Lord is working through the
councils of the Communion to remedy the
illness represented by the Episcopal Church’s
destructive deviations from Christian faith and
life. There is an Anglican solution to this
problem that is well underway: isolating,
marginalizing and ultimately, | expect, parting
with that portion of the Episcopal Church
intent on continuing its wayward path.

Relationships In the midst of this process
there are many relationships being strained and

breached and even lost. | think it vitally
important to conserve as many of these
connections as possible, while upholding the
truth and integrity of the Christian faith. St.
Paul calls us to the difficult discipline of
“speaking the truth in love.” For the sake of
Jesus Christ we must strive to live in charity
with one another and to strengthen the ties
that bind us within our congregation and
diocese, holding ourselves together in pursuit of
our common hope and bringing as many along
with us as possible.

Timing The most important things in life take
time. That is certainly true in the Church,
whose movements are often measured in
centuries. Given the complexity and gravity of
the issues involved, it takes time for our
decentralized, global Communion to deliberate
and discern, to decide and discipline. The
wheels turn slowly but grind fine. Urgently
lurching into local, wunilateral responses
dissipates the coherence, charity, and strength
of orthodox Episcopalians at a critical time. It
tears at relationships within our congregations
and our diocese that might not have been
broken had we allowed the global solution to
fully ripen in the Councils of the Church.

There is much more I'd like to say about this
than can be succinctly put in our monthly
newsletter. Please join me for a special forum
to discuss these matters on Sunday, January 7,
between the services.

—Fr. Tom Simmons, Rector

St. Peter’s Church: Building Christians for Service
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From the Youth Minster

Happy New Year! It is hard to believe that it is already 2007, but here it is nonethe-
less. | have many hopes for this year. | will be implementing a "Master Plan" that
will increase the effectiveness of ministering to, and with, the Youth. 1 hope that
our Youth will come to a more full understanding of the Love and Grace of Jesus. |
hope that they will learn to reflect that Love as it becomes real in their own lives. |
hope to watch them grow another year closer to the maturity that 1 know each of
them is capable of. And I hope that each and every one of you will come alongside
them in their attempts to do so.

It is a sadly common thing for Youth Programs to be treated as just that: programs
that the kids are dropped off at and picked up from. 1 hope that this view will never
be true of us; that we will make it an integral part of what we all do here at St. Pe-
ter's. 1 hope that this Parish will instead rise to the challenge of raising Christian
youth for life. 1 hope that each week these kids will leave with the thought in their
head, "Wow, these people really love me and care about me." Every teen is looking
for a bridge between the realm of Childhood and the Foggy Mists of Adulthood.
Where will they find that bridge? Will it be here at St. Pete's, where the Love of
Christ is demonstrated? Or will it be out there, where real love is mocked and mim-
icked but never really attained? Will it be the devoted Christians who will help them
bridge this gap? Or will it be those who scoff at Christ or down-play the role He
should have in our lives?

Each day of each week we have an opportunity to
serve as that bridge. To do so, we have to remem-
ber that ministry is not a program, it is a life of
Grace. As we begin this year, let us commit to
living such a life. If you would like to know how,
please contact me and I'll be happy to tell you
how you can plug in.

Grace and Peace,

— Corey A. McLaughlin
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Mission Biloxi with the Gills!

What a wonderful season we are having here in Biloxi! The weather is so unpredictable we just
laugh at what’s coming next, from pouring rain and thunderstorms, to 75 degree sunshine, to 30
degree freeze...we can see anything within a three day stretch. The one constant is humidity!
Monica made a recent discovery regarding the humidity.... she has some VERY curly hair, mean-
ing the bathroom sink is now aligned with a whole new series of curl enhancing products much to
Doug’s consternation. Oh, how silly we ladies are with our “products”!

We had a wonderful Thanksgiving. Alex Andrews, a good friend, a TCTW past participant, and a
member of St. Peter’s youth, came to work and visit in Biloxi over Thanksgiving. It was such a
blessing to have him with us! Alex was so touched and excited by his time here that he is consider-
ing returning to work with BFS, perhaps as a 6-month intern, or at least as a volunteer worker for
a week or so in the spring. Just another testimony to how powerful this place is!

We spent our Thanksgiving with our Host Parents, Giff & Terry Ormes. They are local to Ocean
Springs and members of Wesley Church, where we attend regularly. They have been so good to us
and really treated us like family — a blessing when we are so far away from the ones we love.

We closed down the mission and said goodbye to our clients on December 9th and headed first
through the Carolinas on some business, and then home on the 17th to spend a few weeks with
family and friends, resting and reconnecting to those we hold so dear! It was a wonderful season
and so good to be home, especially to celebrate so many new babies in our lives. Then we rang in
the New Year and now look forward to all of the blessings and adventures God has in store for us
in 2007.
We missed our Mississippi Family while we were away for the holidays but look forward to fun in
the New Year. We will be leading the next Sunday School class, a study of Proverbs. We are ex-
cited for the opportunities that will arise in this ministry. Monica will also be more involved with
the Youth Group at Wesley Church as their cur-

: - rent Youth Leader will be leaving at the end of
What Doug’s Doing January. WHAT FUN AWAITS!

Doug has been officially promoted to the head of
the construction section of BFS. He is working on
construction planning and consulting, as well as
scheduling and coordinating volunteer labor.
Things have been moving very smoothly and the
work is progressing well. Doug has also been given
charge of the youth interns working in the con-
struction field. It is such a joy and so fun to be
working with young people already so focused and
devoted to Christ in their lives!

Is that a perm???
NO... it’s 100% all
natural product of

Mississippi humidity!

St. Peter’s Church: Building Christians for Service
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BFS Relief

BFS finished the home of Mrs. lona Moran just in
time for her to move in for Christmas! Ms. lona holds
a special place in our hearts, not just because she is so
sweet, but also because she looks so much like Doug’s
Nana! He says it does his heart good every time he
sees her. There were also two other homes that were
completed in time for families to have Thanksgiving
dinner, which was very exciting! The Mission shut
down from December 9 to January 5, providing a well
needed rest for all missionaries. Everyone went home
for a wonderful Christmas rest. We What Monica’s Doing

will return to work with a new vol- | \onica continues on her project interviewing clients
unteer team of 70 people on January | and writing their stories for the new BFS Web site,
8th. which will be up and running sometime in January.
Out of this project came another writing project for a
Christmas article which was written and published for
Foursquare National magazine about the people of
Biloxi. It was such a blessing to be able to tell these
stories and set them to the theme of Christ’s light at
Prayer Requests Christmas. The entire work was truly inspired by the
For the incoming teams to be | Holy Spirit!
productive and inspired by the | Monica also has gotten official training and is now a
Holy Spirit and for further | licensed/certified case manager for BFS. She now has a
opportunities to share the love | caseload of 6 families that she advocates for and grows
of Christ. to love daily!
For Doug in his new capacity | When we return to the mission this month, Monica’s
as Construction Coordinator & | new capacity will be as the Administrative Assistant
Intern Director. to the On-site Mission Director. She will, along with
For Monica in her new capac- | Doug, also be in charge of youth interns! Y IKES!

ity as Administrative Assis-
tant & Intern Director.

Clio says: “I’'m not a dog... I'm a
princess...Where’s my plate???”

For patience in the slow process of But the Angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. |
rebuilding and finding funding. bring you good tidings of great joy which will be for
For God to open further avenues of all people. For unto you this day in the city of
funding for projects to be contin- David a savior is born who is Christ the Lord.”

ued and completed. — Matthew 2:10-11
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News & Notes

St. Peter’s “Mission Biloxi” 2007

A Spring Break Alternative for God’s Glory

Join us in Biloxi, Mississippi for Spring Break during Holy Week and Easter to participate in the re-
construction of homes destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.

We need God’s people to help us in this mission. Join our fellow parishioners Doug and Monica Gill,
who have committed their lives to this effort and are two months into their six-month mission.

The church family of St. Peter’s will be assisting other families who desperately need our help. Cur-
rently Biloxi is at 10% occupancy, which means only 10% of the families have been able to move out
of their FEMA trailers and back into their homes.

God needs us to do His restoring work.

The mission dates are March 31 through April 8, coinciding with Spring Break and the Easter Holi-
day. Deadline for participation is February 1, but the mission team is requesting the earliest possible
sign-up for planning purposes. Group airfare will be purchased by early February and a $50 fee for a
background check is due with the completed Mission Application form. Volunteers will be provided
with complimentary overnight accommodations and meals during their stay in Biloxi.

For more information, and for the application forms, please contact Cathy Little (540-554-2615) or
Tamara Tyler (540-338-5005).

From Catherine, David, Lauren, Mt. Calvary Guild News

Jenna, & Michaela Logan:

Our family has finally moved to Win-
chester. We thank everyone for the past
ten years. Please let the girls’ Sunday
School teachers know that we are no
longer at St. Peter’s and express our
thanks to them for their time. We wish
you all well.

Sincerely,
— The Logan Family

At their November meeting Mt. Calvary Guild
elected Jane Thompson, President; Penny Duhring,
Vice President; Mary Nance, Secretary; and Jane
Bogle, Treasurer. They voted to make their annual
contributions of $100 to Boys’ Home in Covington,
VA; $100 to Jackson-Field Home for Girls in Jar-
ratt, VA; $100 to Church World Service; and $120 to
Heifer International to buy a goat. These contribu-
tions were made possible because of the offerings by
the members at their monthly meetings.

— Esther Kilgour

Coming Soon...

The Adult Formation leadership team is developing a menu of small groups, classes and events
designed to help you grow in your faith and gain skills to serve others. Stay tuned.

St. Peter’s Church: Building Christians for Service
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New Choristers Welcomel!

At the start of this New Year I invite any youngster age 8 and older to join our active Chorister Pro-
gram. We will have a workshop for new and existing Choristers on Saturday, January 20, from 10
am to noon, followed by a lunch of "home made " pizza. (Ask the current Choristers for a critique of
the "home-made" pizza.)

As you know, our current Choristers play an important role in the life of the parish. No audition is
necessary, just a commitment to attend rehearsals, learn the music and sing for services. Choristers
learn the valuable place of high quality music and the good discipline needed for musical perform-
ance in a sacred setting and in their own lives. In our non-competitive environment | have watched
the current Choristers develop a strong collegial sense of team spirit, and |1 know this often leads to
long-lasting friendships and experiences they will carry with them beyond their lives at St. Peter's.
The development of time management, leadership, and cooperative skills are priceless and cannot be
learned as a course of study.

The choir follows the training scheme of the Voice for Life program developed by The Royal School
of Church Music, in which boys and girls learn good vocal production, sight-singing, musical under-
standing and knowledge of choral repertoire (which includes singing in different languages). The
musical texts supplement their Christian education. This structured program follows a levels sys-
tem through which singers are promoted as they achieve set targets. Contact me with any questions
or to let me know of your interest.

I am grateful for the hard work this past Advent and Christmas season put forth by both the Cho-
risters and the Adult Choir. While I pass on the many positive comments congregants make, | en-
courage you to personally speak to Choristers and Adult Choir members and let them know of your
appreciation for their time and commitment. In addition to regular worship music, this month we
will begin preparation for another Evensong Service, scheduled for Sunday, February 11, at 4 pm.
As always, we welcome adults who want to loan their voice to the choir in 2007!

Harmony and Peace!

— Barbara Verdile, Director of Music
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Note! —

Sunday Roster

Steve Bolen Rick Newby Volunteers | Cathy Little Jonathan Kanary

Olive Johnson Marina Liburdi Volunteers  |Randy Stoutenburgh Bill Reckmeyer

Buddy Andrews, John Burden, Volunteers Bill Kellner, Mary Nance |Steve Bolen,

Jean Kuhns Dom DeAngelo John Marsh

Jean Brown, Bill Cook  [Jane Thompson, Volunteers  |Linda Stoutenburgh, Mary Coate, Alice Lees
Tim Flynn Paul Theerman

Doug Craig Suzanya DeAngelo Volunteers | Chris Newby n/a - Healing

David Cooper Marna Zok Volunteers  |Eileen Selz n/a - Healing

n/a Paul Theerman n/a n/a Paul Theerman

Laura Burden, Henry Hall, Volunteers  |Alex Little, Ricky Cockrill,

Catherine Duhring Gregory Barton Melissa Novak Catherine Cockrill

Kate Stoutenburgh, Lauren Hunt, Karen Volunteers  |Jon Coate, Jen Coate, Ben Baker,

Kelsey Baker, Jesse Hamm, William Nunaley, Shannon Daugherty, Tylea Pickwick,

Clark, Nick Flowers, Meghan Hubbard Cody Locklear, Virginia Theerman

Marlen Santos Joe Stoutenburgh

Terry Duhring, Susan Collins, n/a Renee Geiger, Holly Raymond,

Shane Daugherty, Charlie Collins, Lauren Hunt, Ben Baker, |Kate Stoutenburgh,

Shannon Daugherty Jon Coate, Emily Coate Austyn Eddinger Joe Stoutenburgh

Rick & Kelly Cockrill, John & Carrie Marie nla Chris & Terry Duhring, | John Sleeter,

Bill & Deborah Kellner  |Burden, Peggy Skelton & Diane Banton & Buddy & Sally Andrews
Trudy Wright Betsy Clegg

Kenneth & Gail Bradley, |Stephen & Patti Flowers, |n/a Bryan & Shiloh Field, Michael & Wendy

Rick & Tamara Tyler, Al & Mary Nance, Billy & Nancy Dillon, Lockhart, Edward &

Tim & Kendall Flynn Joe Hamm & Penni Korb Sven Johnson & Georgia Poe,

Dick & Bobbie Wilhelm, [Buddy & Sally Andrews, [Volunteers  |Chris Duhring, Mark Rick & Kelly Cockrill,

Ed & Georgia Ann Poe  |Michael Purcell Koenig, John Sleeter Todd & Pam Johnston

Billy Dillon, Bill Geiger, |Dell & Sophiann Volunteers  |Mark & Nancy Baker, Graham & Daphne

Jimmy Eddinger, Nunaley, Susan Collins, Alcock,

Brad Kilgour Larry & Marna Zok Marina Liburdi Rick & Lori Clark

Jack & Carole Powers

Howard & Linda Evans

Larry & Marna Zok

Mary White, Pat Long

Esther Kilgour, Sophiann
Nunaley, Holly Raymond,
Rebecca Harris

Esther Kilgour, Sophiann
Nunaley, Holly Raymond,
Rebecca Harris

Jane Thompson, Pat
Pearson, Linda Evans,
Marina Liburdi

Jane Thompson, Pat
Pearson, Linda Evans,
Marina Liburdi

Paul Theerman

Chris Cunningham

Linda Stoutenburgh

Thank you!
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HE -- Holy Eucharist
OSL -- Order of St. Luke

January 2007

1Church |2 3 Bible study 10 am; HE |4 Choristers Re- 5 6 Men's
Office 11:30 am; Advent Bible  |hearsal 6:15 pm; Youth Ministry
Closed Study 7 pm Choir Rehearsal 7pm | Movie 7pm | Group 7 am
7 HE 8 & 10:30 am; Crisis Q&A 9:30 am; |8 9 OSL7pm |10Bible study 10am; |11 Choristers Re- 12 13
Choristers Rehearsal 12:15 pm; Building HE 11:30 am; Godly Play | hearsal 6:15 pm;
Healthy Families 5 pm; Girls’ Bible Study & Game Day 3:30 pm; | Choir Rehearsal 7pm
6 pm; Boys’ Wisdom Club 6 pm Advent Bible Study 7 pm
14 HE 8 & 10:30 am; Sunday School 15 16 17 Bible study 10 am; 18 Community Out- |19 20 Men'’s
9:15 am; Choristers Rehearsal 12:15 Mt. Calvary HE 11:30 am; Godly Play | reach Group 6 pm; Ministry
pm; Building Healthy Families 5 pm; Guild 20am & Game Day 3:30 pm; | Choristers Rehearsal Group 7 am;
Youth Group 6 pm; Acolytes Meeting Advent Bible Study 7 pm |6:15 pm; Choir Re- Choristers
7pm hearsal 7pm; Confes- Workshop
sion of St. Peter 7 pm 10 am
21 HE 8 am & 10:30 am; Sunday School |22 23 St. Peter's |24 Bible study 10am; |25 ChoristersRe- 126 Men's |27
9:15 am; Choristers Rehearsal 12:15 Prayer Watch; |HE 11:30 am; Godly Play [ hearsal 6:15 pm; Choir [ TG|F 8 pm
pm; Building Healthy Families 5 pm; Girls' Vestry Dinner & | & Game Day 3:30pm | Rehearsal 7pm
Bible Study 6 pm; Boys’ Wisdom Club Meeting; OSL
6 pm 7pm
28 HE 8 am & Healing Liturgy 10:30 am; |29 30 31 Bible study 10 am;
Sunday School 9:15 am; Children's HE 11:30 am; Godly Play
Choir 10:30 am; Choristers Rehearsal & Game Day 3:30 pm
12:15 pm; Building Healthy Families
5 pm; Youth Group 6 pm
1
1-1 Rick Clark 1-12 Debby Caulfield 1-27 Marina Liburdi
Ollie North 1-14 Patti Flowers 1-28 Kate Stoutenburgh
1-5 David Do Emily Snyder Penny Duhring
1-6  Curtis Davis John White 1-29 Victor Andrews
Elizabeth Wagstaff 1-21 Esther Kilgour 1-30 Tricia Smith
1-7 Eileen Selz Gavin Rottman 1-31 Beverly Alcock
1-8 Jen Coate 1-24 Katharine Wagstaff
1-11 Kristin Dillon 1-25 Mark Matthews

THE GOOD NEWS is published monthly by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. The Rev. Thomas W. Simmons 1V,
Rector; The Rev. Christopher T. Cunningham, Assistant Rector; Wanda Juraschek, Administrative Assistant;
Kathy Harris, Production/Design. Web site: www.stpetes.net. Newsletter e-mail: GoodNews@stpetes.net.
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