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Good News June/July 2004 From the Rector 

When colleagues and friends ask me how 
things are going at St. Peter’s, I typically 
reply, “We are rolling!  The place is growing 
and changing so much I’m just trying to 
keep up.” 

Many of you, especially you leaders, know 
exactly what I am talking about.  We are 
blessed at St. Peter’s with the problem of 
God doing SO MUCH in our midst that we 
are challenged just to keep up. 

The vestry took up this challenge at our an-
nual Vestry Visioning Retreat in April.  We 
discussed ways to address the changes and 
challenges we face at St. Peter’s as we transi-
tion from a Pastoral-sized parish to a Pro-
gram-sized parish.  I touched on that in my 
Good News article in February. 

St. Peter’s is growing in size and complexity.  
There’s more and more going on around here 
and we have to adapt to that.  We have to 
expand our capacity to welcome new people 
and serve them well.  It was clear at the ves-
try retreat that we need to address these 
challenges in two ways. 

We need to expand and develop our leader-
ship.  I think there are two ways of doing 
this.  First, we need to get our unemploy-
ment numbers down.  Or to put it posi-
tively, we need work toward full employment 
at St. Peter’s.  What does that mean?  In the 
Church every member has a vital and unique 
role to play.  YOU have a job to do. 

I often brag about all the great leaders and 
dedicated and skillful workers at St. Peter’s.  
They make this church what it is.  But they 
also need help from the rest of you who have-
n’t yet found your niche in ministry.  God is 
calling and equipping you to do great things 
in his service.  So what will that be for you?  
One way to find out is in our Network class, 
which will begin again in September. 

The second way to develop leadership is by 
employing new staff.  We’ve been busy do-
ing this in the last year.  Last fall I hired a 
sexton, Mr. Lawrence Kane, and an account-
ant, Mrs. Katherine Fuller.  They are helping 
us keep up with the increased flow of activi-
ties and money and be good stewards of what 
we have. 

Now we need to hire others.  First on the list 
is a Director of Christian Education (DCE).  
The DCE will support the many people who 
are diligently and creatively leading our chil-
dren and teenagers on the path of Christian 
formation and service.  A DCE will bring vi-
sion, coherence and good training and re-
sources to these ministries and will help us 
expand them so we can more effectively min-
ister to the world around us.   We are able to 
hire such a person because of a generous and 
well-timed gift of $48,000 late last year. 

Next on the list will be a clerical person who 
will enable me to make Julie Smith our Parish 

(Continued on page 3) 

What’s Next? 
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Administrator, a role for which she is very 
well gifted and trained.  We can become a 
more efficient organization that can better 
serve more people and handle the increased 
logistical demands of the church.  Before too 
long we will also need to hire a clergy assis-
tant to share my load in the pastoral, preach-
ing and liturgical leadership of St. Peter’s. 

We need to develop our capacity.  At the ves-
try retreat we studied what is called “the 
80% rule.”  The idea is that when the pews, 
nursery, Sunday School and parking lot 
reach 80% capacity, they feel “full.”  People 
generally avoid crowds and unfortunately 
that includes crowded churches, too. 

How does the rule apply to St. Peter’s?  At 
80% our nave seats 171 people, which hap-
pens to be just below the average attendance 
at our 10 am service.  We have topped out in 
our capacity to welcome new people at that 
service.  It’s been interesting to note that the 
8 am service has grown considerably and 
appears to have leveled out at about 40 peo-
ple. 

So how do we develop capacity?  There are 
some obvious short-term solutions. 

1) Add a worship service.  Tim Hall is leading 
a team to brainstorm, plan and develop a 
new time of worship to accommodate our 
growing congregation.  Our target date is 
mid-September.  Your input is essential and 
will be sought. 

(Continued from page 2) 2) Buy a trailer.  We are closing in on a deal to 
place a 52x14 foot trailer by the Sunday 
School entrance, thus increasing by 50% our 
space for children’s faith formation.  We’ve 
found a unit for $4500 and are looking for 
financial gifts to pay for it. 

3) Expand our parking.  We are taking steps to 
convert our facilities from septic system to 
town sewer.  Then we can use the septic field 
for something other than growing grass. 

As for long-term solutions, Tom Coate is form-
ing a planning team to study our trajectory, 
explore future possibilities, establish goals and 
develop plans for the future growth of our 
congregation.  The team currently includes 
Doug Craig, Esther Kilgour, Mike Krone and 
Sophiann Nunaley. 

These are exciting times at St. Peter’s.  God is 
so tangibly active in our midst, and I believe 
we are moving well with him.  The feeling of 
WORKING WITH GOD in this way is be-
yond description.  I hope that every one of you 
will know the joy of it.  I think Paul knew 
what it was like: “Glory to God whose power 
working in us can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine: Glory to him from genera-
tion to generation in the Church and in Christ 
Jesus forever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 
3:20-21)  

   — Tom Simmons 
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The chart below was created using our 2004 pledge data and 2000 US Census figures for income in 
the Blue Ridge District, which includes Purcellville and the surrounding outlying areas.  It shows 
what the distribution of tithes would be for a representative Blue Ridge District parish with 100% 
tithing, as well as the distribution of actual pledges we have at St. Peter’s for 2004.  For compari-
son, a tithe distribution for an average US parish with 100% tithing is also included. 

 
Notice that in an “ideal” Blue Ridge District parish, most pledges (66%) would fall in the range of 
$5,000 to $14,999, and in our ideal average US parish, most pledges (64%) would fall in the range 
of $2,500 to $9,999.  In our actual St. Peter’s parish, most pledges (61%) fall in the range of less 
than $1,000 to $2,499. 

For various reasons, we cannot expect to reach the pledge distributions for the ideal Blue Ridge 
parish.  Nevertheless, it is apparent that as a parish, we are far, far from the standard of the tithe. 

Pledge data
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Financial Stewardship: How Do We Stack Up? 
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Did you miss a Sunday or a lecture? Do you 
spend a lot of time in the car? Here’s a chance 
to hear Fr. Tom outside of church. Copies of 
Fr. Tom’s sermons are available on CD each 
month.  You can buy them at the church on 
Sunday.  Or if you or someone you know would 
like the CDs mailed to them, please fill out the 
slip below and send it to the church.  Make 
checks payable to St. Peter’s Church, with 
“Audio Ministry” on the memo line.   

  

St. Peter’s Pulpit: $5 per disk 

 ____ Apr. ____ May ____ Jun. 

____ One year subscription $60 

____ Advent Lectures on Revelation $20 

____ Lenten Lectures: NOW AVAILABLE! 
 Book of Hebrews $25 
 
____ Choir of Men and Boys $8 
 
 

Name:__________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________ 

 

________________________________________ 

St. Peter’s Audio Ministry 

Carol Jackson, St. Peter's nursery atten-
dant for the 3 and 4 year olds, is looking 
for full-time employment at the end of 
May 2004. She has been a nursing assis-
tant for more than 20 years. She is also a 
jack-of-all-trades. All private duty cases 
are welcome. Here are some ways she can 
assist: 

• In-home care for young or old 

• Help for someone with a cane, 
walker, or wheelchair to get around 

• Transportation to physicians' or per-
sonal appointments 

• Grocery shopping, pick-up of pre-
scriptions, other errands 

• Meal preparation 

• Laundry 

• Sitting with someone during rehab 
or a hospital stay 

• Overnight stay 

• Respite care 
If you or someone you know needs assis-
tance with a loved one, please call Carol 
at 540-338-7215. 

Assistant Available  

News & Notes 

 

 

Debbie and Rob Green and their sons 
on the recent death of Debbie’s 
mother. 
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The Lincoln Preservation Foundation has announced that tickets are now on 
sale for their fundraiser featuring The Gullah Kinfolk in "Stokin' The Fire 
Within!"  The Gullah Kinfolk are known internationally and have been the 
focus of several PBS documentaries.  Gullah people are direct descendants of 
the first slaves.  The event is scheduled for Saturday, June 26 at 8 pm at the 
Purcellville Roller Rink.  Proceeds benefit the restoration of one of Loudoun's 
earliest African-American churches, Grace Church in Lincoln (left). 

 

Tales from the Land of Gullah 

News & Notes 

I don't know how to love Him,  
what to do, how to move Him.  
I've been changed, yes really changed.  
In these past few days when I've seen myself,  
I seem like someone else. 

I don’t know how to take this.  
I don't see why He moves me.  
He's a man, he's just a man!  
And I've had so many men before,  
in very many ways He's just one more. 

Should I bring Him down, should I scream 
and shout, 
should I speak of love, let my feelings out?  
I never thought I'd come to this.  

These are the lyrics to a song by Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber from the musical Jesus 
Christ Superstar. It is my favorite musical, and this my favorite song from it, since childhood.  
This is sung by Mary Magdalene to Jesus.  I always thought of it in terms of a love song sung 
about a man, and it would be about whatever man was important to me at the time of life I was 
singing it.  As a result of recent things that have happened to me, I have come to sing this song 
about Jesus, which has just added whole new layers of meaning to the words.   

                     — Linda Stoutenburgh 

What's it all about? 

Don't you think it's rather funny  
I should be in this position.  
I'm the one who's always been  
so calm, so cool, no lover’s fool.  
Running every show. He scares me so. 

I never thought I'd come to this!  
What's it all about?  

Yet if he said he loved me,  
I'd be lost, I'd be frightened.  
I couldn't cope, just couldn't cope.  
I'd turn my head, I'd back away.  
I wouldn't want to know. He scares me so.  
I want him so. I love him so. 

I Don't Know How to Love Him 
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Summer is upon us and with that a short res-
pite for the choir — a much deserved 
breather! Many thanks to each of the choir 
members for their faithful dedication in their 
service to our Lord. 

We welcome a new member Linda Stouten-
burgh, who has just joined us — most happy 
welcome, Linda! 

Accolades to the members of the Handbell 
Choir who have added a wonderful new di-
mension to our music!  We are growing and 
hope to add more new members and more 
bells!  Our bells consist of an octave and a 
half, which is barely adequate...  As of this 
writing, St. Andrew's Handbell Ringers have 
not yet performed at St. Peter's. They will be 
our guests at the 10 am service on May 
23rd.  Their bells consist of five and a half 
octaves!  Perhaps St. Peter's can add to our 
bells down the road...  (The Wish List Bulle-
tin board has a list of some of these items.) 

This summer we will use some contemporary 
Service Music, so look for some different mu-
sic. 

In the fall, there will be a Ministries 
Fair.  Please come to the various music tables 
and sign up!!!  Choir, Handbells and possibly 
a youth choir... 

Have a great and glorious summer.  God 
bless. 

Soli Deo Gloria,  
Barbara 

Music Notes from the       
Organist/Director of Music 

News & Notes 

If you read the recent articles in any of the local 
papers, you might get the impression that our 
plans for annexation by the Town of Purcellville 
are dead. Not so! 
They have asked us to submit more information 
and we are working on it. For those who don't 
have a clue about this, we want to get off the 
septic tanks and use the big space out back for 
expansion, especially parking. 
More as things develop! 
   — Michael Purcell 
        Junior Warden  

Family Conference 

Annexation Note 

This year’s Family Conference at Shrine Mont 
occurs July 3-9.  The keynote speaker will be the 
Rev. Churchill Gibson.  Families, single adults, 
young and old, all are welcomed and included.  
A children’s program takes place during the 
adult sessions and small group times.  After-
noons remain unstructured to permit families to 
be together for activities.  Cost ranges from $500 
for adults to free for infants.  A copy of the bro-
chure and registration form can be obtained 
from Linnie Condon in the church office. 
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Note: If you are unable to fulfill your ministry on a Sunday you are assigned, 
please find your replacement. 

 

  June 6 June 13 June 20 June 27 
LECTORS – 
8:00am Barbara Craig Doug Craig Kathy Harris Bill Kellner 

10:00am Cathy Little Paul Theerman Bill Reckmeyer Linda        
Stoutenburgh 

  Andrea White Olive Johnson Chris Newby Dell Nunaley 

EUCHARISTIC  
MINISTERS Alice Lees Mark Novak Page Bradley John Ogle 

  Tanya Matthews Marty Thompson Bill Cook Steve Flowers 
  John Marsh Mary Nance Jean Brown Mary Coate 
PRAYERS OF  
THE PEOPLE Lisa Kilgour Marty Thompson Diane Bell Healing Service 

ALTAR GUILD Jean Brown Jean Brown Esther Kilgour Esther Kilgour 
  Diane Bell Diane Bell Elaine Fairchild Elaine Fairchild 
  Bobbie Wilhelm Bobbie Wilhelm Sophiann Nunaley Sophiann Nunaley 
 Jean Kuhns Jean Kuhns   

ACOLYTES Kristin Dillon Anna Condon Stephanie Barnett Emily Coate 
  Zachary Crippen Kelsey Baker Alex Andrews Mallory Blessed 
  Alex Cutshall Louise Bell Kady Andrews Jon Coate 
  Shane Daugherty Jen Coate Stewart Bell Regan Reedy 
  Karen Hamm Ricky Cockrill Christina Crippen Emily Reedy 
 Nicole Little Alex Little Nick Flowers Kate Stoutenburgh 

COFFEE HOUR Greg & Debbie 
Wagner Paul & MaryKay DeMarce Diane Bell Jean Brown 

 
Tom and Mary 
Coate Julie & Mike Krone Donna Hughes David & Catherine 

Logan 

 
Cathy & Charlie 
Little Sonny & Mary Hoeltzel Howard & Linda 

Evans Tim & Judy Hall 

   Pat Pearson  

GREETERS Doug & Elizabeth 
Wagstaff Charlie & Vikke Jarvis Sophiann & Dell 

Nunaley 
Jim & Cathy     
Bowman 

USHERS The Littles The Blesseds The Cockrills The Flowers 
  The Warks  The Bakers 
TELLERS Mike Krone Howard Evans Billy Dillon Mary White 
  Jane Bogle Linda Evans Alfred diZerega  
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Note: If you are unable to fulfill your ministry on a Sunday you are assigned, 
please find your replacement. 

 

  July 4 July 11 July 18 July 25 

LECTORS – 8:00am Ann Thomas Steve Bolen Barbara Craig Doug Craig 

10:00am Kelly Cockrill Daphne Alcock Andrea White Olive Johnson 

  Jean McDonald Cathy Little Paul Theerman Bill Reckmeyer 
EUCHARISTIC             
MINISTERS Esther Kilgour John Marsh Mary Nance John Ogle 

  Alice Lees Mark Novak Page Bradley Bill Cook 

  Charlie Jarvis Tanya Matthews Marty Thompson Jean Brown 
PRAYERS OF THE     
PEOPLE Sophiann Nunaley Alice Lees Rick Newby Healing Service 

ALTAR GUILD Esther Kilgour Linda Evans Linda Evans Linda Evans 

  Elaine Fairchild Pat Pearson Pat Pearson Pat Pearson 

  Sophiann Nunaley Jane Thompson Jane Thompson Jane Thompson 

     

ACOLYTES Kristin Dillon Anna Condon Stephanie Barnett Emily Coate 

  Zachary Crippen Kelsey Baker Alex Andrews Mallory Blessed 

  Alex Cutshall Louise Bell Kady Andrews Jon Coate 

  Shane Daugherty Jen Coate Stewart Bell Regan Reedy 

  Karen Hamm Ricky Cockrill Christina Crippen Emily Reedy 

 Nicole Little Alex Little Nick Flowers Kate Stoutenburgh 

COFFEE HOUR TBA TBA TBA TBA 

GREETERS Greg Wagner Mark Baker Doug & Elizabeth 
Wagstaff 

Charlie & Vikke 
Jarvis 

USHERS Brad & H.B. 
Kilgour The Alcocks The Blesseds The Wilhelms 

  
Billy & Buck  
Dillon The Anderbergs Hamm/Korb 

TELLERS Mike Krone Howard Evans Billy Dillon Mary White 

  Jane Bogle Linda Evans Alfred diZerega  



10 St. Peter’s Church Building Christians for Service 

Good News June/July 2004 

BIRTHDAYS: 
6-1   Charles Bradley 

6-2   Rick Cockrill 

6-3   Leslie Woods-Hulse 

6-5   Carrie Marie Burden 

6-7      Tait Simmons 

6-8      Hannah Rogers 

            Mary Ann Nichols 

6-9       Briana Tyler 

6-10     Terry Duhring 

6-11     Bette Ball 

            Sarah Hardey 

6-13     Joseph Cunningham 

            Stephanie Barnett 

            Louise Bell 

6-14    Jean Brown 

           Judy Didoha 

6-18   Nancy Montgomery 

6-19   Grace Pieruccioni 

6-20   Sharon Purnell 

           Barbara Simpson 

6-21   Rick Smith 

6-24   Nicole Pekin 

6-25   Clyde Ball 

           Nathaniel Thompson 

           Courtney Blessed 

6-27   Ricky Cockrill 

6-29   A. D. Bogle 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 Morning 

Prayer 7am 
2 No am Bible study 
or Eucharist; Alpha 
Course 7 pm 

3  4 5 Women’s 
Bible Study 8 
am 

6 Holy Eucharist 8 & 10 
am 

7 8 Morning 
Prayer 7am 

9 No am Bible study 
or Eucharist; Girls 
Bible Study 7 pm; 
Alpha Course 7 pm 

10 Acolytes Leader-
ship 7 pm 

11 
TGIFFF 
8pm 

12 Men’s 
Breakfast 7am 

13 Morning Prayer 8  & 
10 am 

14 15 Morning 
Prayer 7am; 
Vestry meet-
ing 7 pm 

16 Bible study 10 
am; Eucharist 11:15 
am; Alpha Course 7 
pm 

17   18  19 Women’s 
Bible Study 8 
am 

20 Holy Eucharist 8 & 10 
am 

21 Mt. 
Calvary 
Guild 10 
am 

22 Morning 
Prayer 7am 

23 Bible study 10 
am; Eucharist 11:15 
am; Girls Bible 
Study 7 pm 

24 Salvation Army 
Men’s Club 6-8 pm 

25 TGIF 
8 pm 

26 Evening 
Prayer 7 pm 

27 Holy Eucharist 8 am 
& Healing Liturgy 10 am 

28 29 Morning 
Prayer 7am 

30 Bible study 10 
am; Eucharist 11:15 
am 

   

Calendar 

June 2004 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
6-1     Charlie & Cathy Little 

6-3     Bill & Betty Lou Reckmeyer 

6-6     Brian & Marilyn Jarvis 

6-21   Martin & Sarah Katz 

6-24   Mike & Linda Irwin 

6-28   Ferdinand & Alexandra Cruz 
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BIRTHDAYS: 
7-6    John Burden, Jr. 

          Carol Browning 

7-7     Jonathan Coate 

7-8     Alfred diZerega 

          Tanya Matthews 

7-10   Jacob Krone 

          Sarah Thompson   

          Scott Bradley 

7-13   Sean Bowman 

7-14   Jane Bogle 

          Kayla Bolen 

          Tom Coate 

7-15    Mae Condon 

            Buck Tomblin 

7-20    Kyle Hassler  

            Murray Bradley 

7-21     Travis Timmons 

7-28     Susan Bailey 

7-29     Henry Simmons 

7-30     John Simpson 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  2 3 Women’s Bible 

Study 8 am 

4 Holy Eucharist 8 & 10 
am 

5 6 Morning 
Prayer 7am 

7 No am Bible study 
or Eucharist; Girls 
Bible Study 7 pm 

 9 
TGIFFF 
8pm 

10 Men’s Break-
fast 7am; Deadline 
for August Good 
News 

11 Holy Eucharist 8  
am & Baptism 10 am 

12 13 Morning 
Prayer 7am; 
Stewardship 
Committee 
7:15 pm 

14 Bible study 10 
am; Eucharist 11:15 
am 

15   16  17 Women’s Bible 
Study 8 am 

18 Holy Eucharist 8 & 
10 am 

19 Mt. 
Calvary 
Guild 10 
am 

20 Morning 
Prayer 7am; 
Vestry meeting 
7 pm 

21 Bible study 10 
am; Eucharist 11:15 
am; Girls Bible 
Study 7 pm 

22 Salvation 
Army Men’s Club 
6-8 pm 

23  24 Evening Prayer 
7 pm 

25 Holy Eucharist 8 am 
& Healing Liturgy 10 
am 

26 27 Morning 
Prayer 7am 

28 Bible study 10 
am; Eucharist 11:15 
am 

29  30 TGIF          
8 pm 

31 

Calendar 

July 2004 

THE GOOD NEWS is published monthly by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. Deadlines are the 10th. The Rev. Tom 
Simmons, Rector; Linnie Condon, Coordinator for Lay Ministry; Katherine Fuller, Accountant; Lawrence Kane, Sex-
ton; Barbara W. Simpson, Organist/Director of Music; Julie Smith, Assistant for Administration/Editor; Kathy Har-
ris, Production/Design. Phone: 540-338-7307. Web site: www.stpetes.net. Newsletter e-mail: GoodNews@stpetes.net. 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
7-2   John & Mary Paul Jones 

7-11  Rick & Kelly Cockrill 

7-14  Brad & Esther Kilgour 
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P.O. Box 546 
Purcellville, VA 20134-0546 
Phone: 540/338-7307 Fax: 540/338-4725 
Email: Office@stpetes.net 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 June 2, 9, 16   Alpha Course 7 pm 
June 11, July 9  Women’s TGIFFF 8 pm 
June 12, July 10  Men’s Breakfast 7 am 
June 15, July 20  Vestry Meeting 7 pm 
June 21, July 19  Mt. Calvary Guild 10 am 
June 25, July 30   Men’s TGIF 8 pm 
June 26, July 24   Evening Prayer 7 pm 
June 27, July 25  Healing Liturgy 10 am 
 

Upcoming Dates 


