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From the Rector

Let’s Take that Step Together

The leadership of St. Peter’s has recently asked
you to invest yourself — your time, talent and
treasure — in the life and work of our congregation.
As you consider your Pledge Card you are contem-
plating big decisions about the year ahead.

I invite you to do so in light of the big picture.
It’s easy in life to lose the forest for the trees.
We become so focused on the immediate needs
and challenges before our eyes that we lose sight
of the big picture. In the midst of all our DO-
ING we can forget WHO we are, and WHY we
are doing it.

Sometimes we just need to step back and take in
the wide view, to see the whole picture in the
frame. Let’s take that step together.

WHO are we?

We are Peter’s Church. He is our patron...and
just LOOK what happened to Peter! Peter
met Jesus and that changed everything. Con-
sider how Jesus took a simple fisherman: men-
tored him, rebuked him, prayed for him, com-
missioned him, and filled him with his Holy
Spirit. This is the story of a life transformed.

In relationship with Jesus, Peter became the
man God intended him to be. The Holy Spirit
brought forth in Peter a purpose and potential
and power no one else knew was there. Through
joy and sorrow and the power of Christ’s love,
Peter did things he would have never imagined
possible. He literally changed the world.

This is how Jesus Christ works. He’s saving the
whole world...one person at a time. Jesus loved
Peter... he loves each of us. He is calling you
into a deeper relationship with him and into
deeper engagement with others.

This is WHY we are doing what we do.

Look what’s happening at St. Peter’s Church.
Peter’s experience is being replicated in our midst,
person-by-person, family-by-family. As you and
I awaken to His call, as we sense its possibility
and challenge, as we align ourselves more and
more with it, we gather HERE...together...to
live it out faithfully. We are gathering people in
an enjoyable, safe, warm community where we
meet Jesus and are formed, equipped and sent to
serve others in the world.

We are a caring community of people Building
Christians for Service. We want to do what’s
necessary to build a growing group of dedicated
disciples willing to follow Jesus and serve the
world as “kingdom-bringers”. Everything we do
at St. Peter’s is serving this end and each person
at St. Peter’s has a vital role to play in making it
happen well. Thank you all for what you do to
make St Peter’s the church we love.

And as we think about the great needs of the
world around us, how might we share this gift
with hundreds of people...perhaps thou-
sands...until everyone within our reach has
experienced the opportunity of connecting with
Jesus like Peter did?

This is the call of Jesus...in Peter’s life, in your
life, and in our shared life as a congregation.
Jesus is saying, “Be my disciple. Sit at my feet
and learn from me. Allow me to renew your
vision, inspire your love, and shape your des-
tiny. Follow me in service to the world.”

Will you?
That’s the question you are answering as you fill
out your Pledge Card. Let’s take that step together.

-- Fr. Tom Simmons, Rector
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From the Rector

Anglican Realignment

Many of you have observed ongoing
events in the Episcopal Church and An-
glican Communion. You’'ve asked,
“Where are we at St. Peter’s?” Here’s
how | see the lay-of-the-land and the
journey ahead.

We are in the strange "in-between"
time. In between what? There's a re-
alignment underway in the Anglican
Communion. In the Episcopal Church
(TEC) that means there is a separation
to come...and that separation has be-
gun. The separation, as Rowan Wil-
liams has described it, would be be-
tween those who will remain
“constituent” members of the Commun-
ion, opting to live within an Anglican
Covenant, and those who will choose to
be independent.

As part of a hierarchical Church gov-
erned by Councils, we are witnessing a
large-scale, decentralized, deliberative
process of dealing with the divergent
direction of TEC. Rowan insists the
process be “ordered and mutually re-
spectful”. The process is well underway
within the Instruments of Unity. They
have isolated, are now marginalizing,
and will ultimately, it seems, separate
from elements of TEC.

We haven't yet reached that resolution,

however, which means that everyone lives
with some, shall we say, "ambiguity"” and
attendant “discomfort”. We are mid-
realignment, so many things are strange
and undecided, tentative and changeable,
disrupted and a-twitter. It’s the tension of
an already/not yet situation.

Yet at the same time it’s quite clear that as
an Episcopal congregation we are faithful to
the Anglican Way. We are orthodox Angli-
cans and there will be no “walking apart” for
us. We live in a diocese in which, | be-
lieve, the majority and our Bishops could
very possibly continue Anglican. There is
an Anglican future for St, Peter's in a
Communion that will have, by God's good
grace and timing, strengthened itself to
deal sufficiently with the problems TEC
has created.

This hope gives me patience to hang on
while the Church, following Jesus, works
its way to a resolution. 1 think our calling
is to reach that future by walking in-step
with the wider Anglican Communion.
And in the meantime to keep our congre-
gation healthy, unified and focused on
things within our influence: enjoying and
building-up our congregation, and becom-
ing more and more faithful and effective
in serving one another and the world
around us. Let’s take that step together.

-- Fr. Tom

St. Peter’s Church: Building Christians for Service
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors

It’s hard to believe the Holiday Season is rapidly approaching. Loudoun County Holiday Coali-
tion is fortunately, once again, available to Loudoun County residents who are less fortunate.
With “Neighbors Helping Neighbors” we can assist in providing less fortunate families with a
even more wonderful Christmas. Each year this is done through the generosity of individuals,
members of churches and various organizations. In past years, members of St. Peter’s congrega-
tion, have been quite generous with their donations. We truly hope that your kindness will con-
tinue this holiday season.

The latter part of this month you will find in McCray Hall a board decorated for the Christmas Sea-
son. On this you will find many cards; each one has a suggested gender and category gift idea for
your Holiday Giving. Also on the board will be list of suggested gift ideas. Your gifts will be col-
lected until December 12.

The Holiday Coalition is always in need of volunteers to help with set up and distribution of gifts at
their Holiday Store. If you may be able to help, please call their volunteer line at 703-737-8367. Vol-
unteers are especially needed during the day. Volunteers must be at least 14 years of age.

Thank you so much for all of your help in making your neighbors’ Christmas Season even more spe-
cial. Should you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 338-5371.

-- Linda Blessed
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Operation Christmas Child
October 22-November 19

In past years, the families of St. Peter’s have been overwhelmingly supportive of this very special
opportunity to show how much they care about the poor. Each family fills one or more shoeboxes
with goodies for needy children, including those in war-devastated Irag. Each shoebox includes
$7.00 for shipping and tucked inside each -- with your love -- is a personal letter or photo for the
child from your family. (Please refer to the instruction sheet.) Shoeboxes will be presented by the
children of the church and blessed in both services on November 19. Questions? Contact Renee Gei-
ger 540-822-4208 or Terry Duhring 540-554-2207. Don’t have time to shop, but want to help? Do-
nate $7.00 or more to help OCC with shipping costs, or donate $27.00 to St. Peter’s (memo Mis-
sions) by November 12, and we will fill a box for you!

- St. Peter’s Church: Building Christians for Service
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News & Notes

From the Organist/Director of Music

Choristers and Adult Choir Members rose to
many challenges this past month as they led the
service of Evensong, which is almost completely
choral. Many kudos to all in these choirs for shar-
ing their time and talents in order to enhance
worship at St. Peter’s!

We are pleased to now have Jonathan Kanary
lending his bass voice to the growing men's section
of our Adult Choir. Briana Tyler and Robert
Nunaley are now "team leaders" for our Choristers
as they work with Roman and Katya Clavelli,
Eddie Harris, and Jack Novak towards complet-
ing the first level of the Voice for Life Program.
(You might like to ask Roman to tell you about
the Nunc Dimittis.) With rehearsals on Thursdays
and Sundays, these youngsters are responding
with enthusiasm as they fulfill their commitment
to this special form of worship.

Our first Chorister trip is scheduled for Sunday,
November 5, where Choristers and their families
will attend an Evensong Service at St. Paul's, K
Street, Washington, DC. Here, they will see their

future as they participate in a service with musi-
cal offerings from youngsters enrolled in a well
established Choristers program! All are welcome
to accompany us on our first "field trip."

All our singers are now hard at work preparing for
the music demands of the choral year. The Chil-
dren's Choir, which meets Sundays from 9:15 to
9:30 am in the Sanctuary, will continue to prepare
and present music which enhances their Sunday
School activities. This year, St. Peter's will greet
the start of Advent with a service of Lessons and
Carols. Please plan now to attend on Sunday, De-
cember 3 at 7:00 pm, when the Choristers and
Adult Choirs will lead the musical portion of this
liturgy. There are few more meaningful ways to
prepare for the coming of Christ than through this
meditation in word and music.

As always, we welcome new members to our
groups. Please continue to give thought to join-
ing in our fellowship and service to St. Peter’s.
With a voice of singing,

-- Barbara Verdile

Building Healthy Families

Building Healthy Families is an exciting ministry environment starting at St. Peter's on Sunday eve-
nings beginning November 5. Each week we will gather in McCray Hall for a family dinner at 5:00 pm,
followed by an adult program and activities for children and teenagers at 6:00 pm.

This is a family discipleship program where we share biblical principles and practical insights for keeping
our family relationships strong and healthy. It is a time of alternative worship and study which meets a
need of our growing congregation and a way of integrating newer members and families into the life of
our congregation and community. We anticipate a growing network of family groups where people con-
nect in relationship with each other, with God, and with opportunities to learn and grow and serve.

If you have been looking for a more consistent way to gain Christian formation for your family, including
adults, teens and children, please join us and invite friends in the neighborhood to check us out. Sunday
night at St. Peter's can be a transforming time in your life and those whom you love most. We are look-
ing forward to welcoming you!

St. Peter’s Church: Building Christians for Service



November 2006 Report from Biloxi

Mission Biloxi with the Gills!
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Report from Biloxi

For Christ’s love compels us...
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Sunday Roster

November 5 November 12 November 19 November 26
LECTORS 8:00 |Cathy Little John Marsh Chris Newby Rick Newby
10:30 |David Cooper Eileen Selz Olive Johnson Randy Stoutenburgh
EUCHARISTIC [8:00 |Buddy Andrews, John Burden, John Marsh [Steve Bolen, Terry Duhring |Bill Kellner, John Marsh
MINISTERS Terry Duhring
10:30 |Eileen Selz, Mary Coate [Paul Theerman, Mary Coate, Linda Irwin Linda Stoutenburgh,
Jean Brown Alice Lees
PRAYERS OF [8:00 [Jonathan Kanary Suzanya DeAngelo Rick Newby n/a - Healing
THE PEOPLE
10:30 |Alice Lees Paul Theerman Sophiann Nunaley n/a - Healing
SUB-DEACON [10:30 |N/A Linda Stoutenburgh N/A Linda Stoutenburgh
ACOLYTES 8:00 |Ricky Cockrill, Laura Burden, Henry Hall, Gregory Barton |Alex Little, Melissa Novak
Catherine Cockrill Catherine Duhring
10:30 |Jen Coate, Ben Baker, |Kate Stoutenburgh, Kelsey[Lauren Hunt, Karen Hamm, |Joe Stoutenburgh,
Tylea Pickwick, Virginia |Baker, Jesse Clark, Nick |William Nunaley, Meghan |Jon Coate, Shannon
Theerman Flowers, Marlen Santos  [Hubbard Daugherty, Cody Locklear,
CHIEDREN'S ~ [10:30 |[Terry Duhring, Shane Susan Collins, Charlie Renee Geiger, Lauren Hunt,|Holly Raymond,
CHURCH Daugherty, Shannon Collins, Jon Coate, Ben Baker, Austyn Eddinger|Kate Stoutenburgh,
Daugherty Emily Coate Joe Stoutenburgh
COFFEE LITE 18:00 [Todd & Pam Johnston, |Steve & Zi Bolen, Charlie |Richard & Rosemary John & Debby Caulfield,
Mark & Debbie Callis & Cathy Little Keelor, Eckard Holdorf &  |Rick & Chris Newby
Keri Zabarnonick
COFFEE HOUR {10:30 |Joe & Nissa Clavelli, Paul Theerman, Randy & [Michael & Maggie Snyder, [Doug & Elizabeth
Kathy Harris, Linda Stoutenburgh Hannah Janney, Webb Wagstaff, Marty Riddle,
Rick & Lori Clark Turner & Kimberley Olsen  |Buck & Kelly Tomblin
USHERS 8:00 |Rick & Kelly Cockrill, Dick & Bobbie Wilhelm,  [Buddy & Sally Andrews, Chris Duhring, Mark
Pam & Todd Johnston  |Ed & Georgia Ann Poe  [Michael Purcell Koenig, John Sleeter
10:30 |Graham & Daphne Chuck & Linda Blessed, [Jack & Carole Powers, Billy Dillon, Brad Kilgour,
Alcock, Rick & Lori Clark [Stephen Flowers, Doug & Elizabeth Wagstaff |Jimmy Eddinger,
Paul Benner Bill Geiger
TELLERS Jack & Carole Powers  [Howard & Linda Evans Larry & Marna Zok Mary White, Pat Long
ALTAR GUILD |8:00 & [Jane Thompson, Pat Jane Thompson, Pat Mandy Rottman, Daphne  |Mandy Rottman, Daphne
10:30 |Pearson, Linda Evans, |Pearson, Linda Evans, Alcock, Judi Novak, Mary  |Alcock, Judi Novak, Mary
Marina Liburdi Marina Liburdi Paul Jones Paul Jones
GOOD 11:00 [Paul Theerman Chris Cunningham Linda Stoutenburgh TBD
SHEPHERD

Note! — If you are unable to fulfill your ministry on a day you are assigned, please

1.) find your replacement and then 2.) notify the church office. Thank you!

St. Peter’s Church: Building Christians for Service
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LA S 2 $1
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 MP 7:45 am; Bible |2 MP 7:45 am; EP [3 MP 7:45 |4 Men’s
study 10 am; HE 6 pm; Choristers  |am; EP 6 | Ministry
11:30 am; Godly Rehearsal 6:15 pm; Youth | Group 7 am;
Play & Game Day | pm; Choir Re- Movie 7:30 |Baptism Prep
3:30 pm; EP 6 pm | hearsal 7pm pm Class 4 pm
5 HE & Baptism 8 & 10:30 am; Sunday |6 MP 7:45am; |7 MP 7:45 8 MP 7:45 am; Bible [9 MP 7:45 am; EP |10 MP 7:45 |11 Vestry
School 9:15 am; Children’s Choir Practice |EP 6 pm; SGS |am; EP 6 pm |study 10 am; HE 6 pm; Choristers  |am; EP 6 | Orientation
9:15 am; Choristers Rehearsal 12:15 pm; |7 pm 11:30 am; Godly Rehearsal 6:15 pm; TGIFFF | Retreat
Chorister Trip; Building Healthy Families Play & Game Day | pm; Choir Re- 8 pm
5 pm; Boys’ Wisdom Club 6 pm 3:30 pm; EP 6 pm | hearsal 7pm
12 HE 8 & 10:30 am; Sunday School 9:15 |13 MP 7:45 am; | 14 MP 7:45 |15 MP 7:45 am; 16 MP 7:45 am; 17 MP 7:45 |18 Men’s
am; Acolytes Meeting 12n; Choristers EP 6 pm am; EP 6 pm; |Bible study 10 am; |EP 6 pm; Choris- |am; EP 6 |Ministry
Rehearsal 12:15 pm; Building Healthy Stewardship |HE 11:30 am; Godly |ters Rehearsal pm Group 7 am
Families 5 pm; Girls' Bible Study 6 pm Committee | Play & Game Day |6:15 pm; Choir
Mtg 7:30 pm | 3:30 pm; EP 6 pm | Rehearsal 7pm
19 HE 8 am & Healing Liturgy 10:30 am; |20 MP 7:45am; |21 MP 7:45 |22 MP 7:45 am; 23 Happy 24 MP 7:45 |25
Sunday School 9:15 am; Children’s Choir | Mt. Calvary am; EP 6 pm; |Bible study 10 am; | Thanksgiving! am; EP 6
10:30 am; Choristers Rehearsal 12:15 pm; | Guild 10 am; | Vestry Meet- |HE 11:30 am; Godly | Church Office pm; TGIF 8
Building Healthy Families 5 pm; Boys' EP 6 pm; SGS |ing 7 pm Play & Game Day | Closed; St. Peter's | pm
Wisdom Club 6 pm 7pm 3:30 pm; EP 6 pm | Prayer Watch
26 HE & New Member Liturgy 8 & 10:30 |27 MP 7:45 am; |28 MP 7:45 |29 MP 7:45 am; 30 MP 7:45 am;
am; Blood Drive 8 am - 1 pm; Healing EP 6 pm am; EP 6 pm |Bible study 10 am; | EP 6 pm; Choris-
Liturgy 10:30 am; Sunday School 9:15 HE 11:30 am; Godly |ters Rehearsal
am; Choristers Rehearsal 12:15 pm; Play & Game Day | 6:15 pm; Choir
Building Healthy Families 5 pm; Girls’ 3:30 pm; EP 6 pm | Rehearsal 7pm
Bible Study 6 pm
ANNIVERSARIES: BIRTHDAYS: 11-15 Brooks Cook
11-1  Jimmy & Traci Eddinger 11-6  Glenn McCormick Caroline Pfohl
11-10 Howard & Linda Evans June Schweinfurth 11-16  Margot Gum
11-21  Tim & Kendal Flynn Allen Nance, Sr. 11-18  Lexi Harbuck
Joe &Tanya Matthews 11-7 Monica Gill 11-20 Tim Hoskins
11-22  Allan & Terri McConnell Maggie Snyder 11-21  Mark Baker
11-29  John & Mary White 11-8  John Caulfield Sadie Shores
Lucille McKay 11-23  Olivia Keelor
11-11  Nicole Little 11-25 Ferdinand Cruz
11-12  Jean Kuhns Virginia Theerman
11-14  Adam MacDonald 11-30 Henry Hall

THE GOOD NEWS is published monthly by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. The Rev. Thomas W. Simmons 1V,
Rector; The Rev. Christopher T. Cunningham, Assistant Rector; Wanda Juraschek, Administrative Assistant;
Kathy Harris, Production/Design. Web site: www.stpetes.net. Newsletter e-mail: GoodNews@stpetes.net.
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

P.O. Box 546

Purcellville, VA 20134-0546

Phone: 540/338-7307 Fax: 540/338-4725
Email: Office@stpetes.net
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